CHURCH AND STATE          871

principle that the minds of men can only know me
sequences, and that causes must always be un-
known to them5 he pointed out that while a scientific
"law" or generalisation could not be more than
an hypothesis,, all sane men acted as if it were
demonstrably true. If imperfect certainty were
sufficient in science,, why should perfect certainty
be required in matters of faith. Mr. Balfour's
book was severely, almost repulsively, dry, and it
was not until he presented the same argument from
a higher position in a more intelligible form that he
came to be regarded as a popular preacher of
orthodox belief.

Most periods of history may be represented as
epochs of transition. The constant, or inconstant,
flow of change, progressive or reactive, becomes
perceptible whenever attention is called to it, and
not at other times. During the decade which conse
closed with 1879 both Conservatives and Liberals i
had insensibly modified their creeds. The Con-
servatives discovered at the General Election of
1874 that a reduction of the franchise, followed by
secret voting, did not necessarily encourage a
radical or revolutionary spirit. Conservatism is a
temper of mind having little to do with class,
and the Conservative workman is just as real a
person as the Conservative Duke. For if the rich
have most to lose by a redistribution of property,
which in this country had never taken a more
drastic form than a readjustment of taxes, Socialism
affects all property alike, and Local Option, or
popular control of the retail traffic in strong drink,
would abridge the individual freedom of the work-
ing classes alone, Not one of the apprehensions
expressed by opponents of Parliamentary reform in
1866 and 1867 had been verified, nor had the real
authors of it, Gladstone and Bright, been in power
for half the intervening time. The working classes